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dramatic ability, and his appearance was
very pleasing. He was popular both in
Europe and America, appearing in A'ida,
The Huguenots, Faust, Lohengrin and other
favorite operas. In 1904 he retired from the
stage.
Edouard de Reszke (1855-1917) was a
bass singer of great ability and popularity.
He made his debut in Paris in 1876. After
1884 he made several tours of the world,
singing in leading operatic roles, and for
more than ten years he was engaged almost
continuously with the Metropolitan Opera
Company of New York City. He died on
his estate in Poland, to which he had retired
in order to help his suffering countrymen
during the World War.
DER'RICK, a device for lifting heavy
weights and moving them short distances. It
is the most common form of the crane (which
see). The derrick usually has a tall mast,
supported by ropes attached to its top and
anchored to the ground. In the foot of the
mast is a strong iron pin, which fits into a
socket in the base upon which it rests. A
boom is attached to the mast a few feet from
the ground and can have its upper end low-
ered or raised as desired. The boom con-
tains the tackle blocks used in lifting thg
weight (see block). A rope connects the
tackle block with a system of wheel work at
the foot of the mast, to which the power is
applied. The weight is moved by turning the
mast and thus swinging the boom around.
DERVISH, du'/ms'h, a general term ap-
plied to any Mohammedan religious fanatic
distinguished by certain observances and
practices. Some of the dervishes lead soli-
tary lives, while others live in monasteries.
They are respected by the common people,
and the mendicants among them carry a
wooden bowl into which the pious cast alms.
One of their forms of devotion is dancing, or
whirling about; another is shouting or howl-
ing, uttering the name Allah, making violent
motions of the body, till they work them-
selves into a frenzy and sometimes fall down
foaming at the mouth. They are credited
with miraculous powers and are consulted for
the interpretation of dreams and the cure of
diseases.
DESCARTES, daJcahrf, rene (1596-
1650), the "father of modern philosophy."
He was educated at the Jesuit College at La
Fleehe, where he gave evidence of remark-
able intellectual power. After spending five
 years in Paris and eleven years in traveling
and as a soldier, he settled in Holland, where
he developed his philosophical system.
Early in life Descartes recognized the in-
consistencies of the various systems of philos-
ophy and sought to found an entirely new
system. Asserting that all the knowledge of
his day was without firm foundation, he de-
cided to begin his speculations by doubting
everything that could be doubted. The only
incontestable fact to him was that of his own
existence, proof of which was furnished by
the fact that he doubted. Hence he begins
with the proposition: I think, therefore
I exist (Cogito, ergo sum). Satisfied with
this criterion of the certitude of his existence,
he argued further that God exists, inasmuch
as the idea of an absolutely perfect being
could not originate in finite mind unless that
mind were a part of the perfect and infinite
and conscious of itself. See philosophy.
DESCHANEL, paul eugene Louis
(1856-1922), President of France, succeed-
ing Poincare, the great war President, in
1920. He was educated in the College of
Saint Barbe, and entered at once, upon a
public career. After filling minor offices he
was made vice-president of the Chamber of
Deputies in 1896; two years later he became
its president. Deschanel has since served on
commissions connected with colonial affairs
and in other departments of the public serv-
ice. In September, 1920, failing powers com-
pelled him to resign the Presidency, after an
incumbency of less than one year.
DESERT, dez'urt, a region with little or
no plant life. Absence of vegetation may
bg due either to extreme heat, as in the case
of Sahara, or to lack of heat, as in the case
of the tundras of Siberia. The surface of
deserts is usually uneven, being broken by
dunes formed by drifting sand and gravel,
and bluffs that have been sculptured by rivers
which traversed the region in former ages.
In nearly all cases the soil is fertile and only
needs water to make it productive. This
has been amply demonstrated by irrigation
in deserts in the United States and other
parts of the world. Deserts are due to three
causes: to warm winds which dry th§ earth
but bring no rain; to distance from the sea,
in which ease the clouds discharge before
reaching the dry area; to mountains which
intercept the rain-bearing clouds.
Deserts are found in all the continents.

